FHIL 1400: |ntroduction to ( ontemporar
porary

Moral lssucs
Fall 2005

Section 001, MWF, 10:00-10:50, ENvV 115
Section: 002, MWF, 12:00-12:50, ENV 391

Teachi ng Fel |l ow. Pat Sewel | O fice: EESAT

372

Emai | : pws0025@int . edu O fice Phone: 940-565-
2823

Ofice hours: MW 1:00 — 2:30
or by appoi nt nent.

We are discussing no small matter, but how we ought to
live.
Socrates in Plato’'s Republic

Cour se Descri ption:

Though we don’t often realize it, formal education is
focused mainly on the nuts and bolts of life. W go to
school to get a job and earn a living. Thus school is
concerned with teaching skills applicable for enploynent,
and not skills for everyday living. The purpose of this
class is to focus on the latter.

Everyday we are faced with ethical questions that
affect ourselves and those around us. W will ook at many
of these questions and attenpt to reason our way to sone
sort of neani ngful conclusion. Wiat is inportant is not
whet her you agree or disagree with the readings in the
cl ass, but rather that you are able to understand et hi cal
argunents and be able to forrmul ate and present your own.

Above all, this course should help you to explain your
views to others in an accessible and | ogi cal nanner.
Comfort

Because this course is based on exani ning contentious
i ssues, the classroomneeds to be the seen as a safe and
confortabl e place for discussing ideas. Accordingly, |
i nsist on an atnosphere that is free of all forns of
hostility. | use “hostility” in an intentionally vague
manner so as to enconpass everything from sl anderous,
derogatory remarks to jokes to offensive clothing. If a


mailto:pws0025@unt.edu

student repeatedly engages in hostile behavior, they may

| ose attendance points or even be asked to | eave the class.
A final thing to note about this course is that it

will be done in a secular nmanner. This does not mean that

religious or spiritual concerns will be barred in class

di scussion, only that we will not focus on them This is

done intentionally so as to appeal to the broadest

audi ence.

Text s

e Oen, et al. Applying Ethics, 8" Ed. Thonson Wadswort h:
Bel nront, CA, 2005.

e Mssner, Marshall. On Ethics. Thomson Wadsworth: Bel nmont,
CA, 2004

Cour se Requirenents:

I ntroductory Paper (5% : The purpose of this assignnent
is to introduce yourself and to get started thinking about
t he kinds of questions we will discuss in the course. In an
essay (800 words) please address the foll ow ng questions.
The due date for the paper is 1/30.

1. Who are you?

2. Way did you choose to take an ethics/phil osophy
cl ass?

3. What ethical questions are nost inportant to you,
i.e., what topics would you nost like the class to
cover?

4. What beliefs and val ues are nost inportant to you?

5. Wy are these beliefs and val ues so inportant to
you?

Attendance (10%: Due to the interactive nature of this
course, attendance is required and participation is
strongly recommended. Leaving early w thout consulting nme
wi Il count as an absence.

Presentations (15%: Beginning in February, Fridays wll be
devoted to student presentations. Students will be required
to give a 5-10 mnute presentation on a recent (no ol der
than ' 05) news article that relates to the topic(s)

di scussed that week. Presentations shoul d explain
background information, why the article is relevant and
sonme ethical inplications of the article. Along with the
presentation, each student will turn in a 500-word paper

di scussing the same points as the presentati on (background



info, relevance and inplications). Al articles nmust be
turned in by Wednesday for approval.

Exanms (45%: Three exans will be given during the course.
Each successive examw || be weighted nore than the one
before it: ExamIl= 10% ExamIl = 15% and Exam Il = 20%
The material for exanms will be gl eaned from readi ngs,

| ecture and cl assroom di scussi ons; so nake sure you are
there to participate. Make-up exans will be allowed only
with witten docunentation that excuses the absence on exam
day or by prior arrangenent. Exans wi |l be taken
anonynously using student |ID nunbers; failure to use your
IDw Il result in a loss of points.

Final Paper (30%: | wll give you a |ist of guidelines for
the final paper assignnent after the first exam but be
aware that you will be required to take a copy of your
paper to the witing lab for evaluation before it can be
turned in. You may wite on any topic we discuss in class
or on another topic with ny approval. A prelimnary thesis
and outline are due on March 27th and the final paper is
due on April 17N

Acadeni ¢ Di shonesty and Pl agi ari sm

According to the UNT student code of conduct, section
A2, the term*“plagiarisn includes, but is not limted to:
(a) the knowi ng or negligent use by paraphrase or direct
quot ati on of the published or unpublished work of another
person without full and clear acknow edgenment and (2) the
know ng or negligent unacknow edged use of materials
prepared by another person or by any agency engaged in the
selling of term papers or other academ c materials. Any
formof cheating will be dealt with in proportion to its
severity. In extreme cases, an F in the class and/or
expul sion fromthe university may be appropriate. NOTE —
Leavi ng the classroomto answer your cell phone during an
examw || be viewed the same as cheating and will be
treated accordingly. Please use conmpbn sense.

Speci al Accommobdat i on:

| f you are in need of special accommobdation in this
class due to any disability, contact the Ofice of
Disability Acconmpdati on (ODA) as soon as possible.

A Note on My Personal Policies:
| find cell phones really, really annoying. If you
have one, turn it off during class. If you forget to turn




it off during class, do not excuse yourself to answer it.
This is considered rude and may lead to a loss in
attendance points. | amalso growing weary of | aptop
conmput ers, which should not be used in class.

A Note on the Readi ngs:

This class will rely on WbCT Vista for suppl enent al
readi ng and syl | abus changes. To | og onto WbCT, go to
https.//webctvistaunt.edu/, click “logon to WbCT Vista” and log in
usi ng your EU D and password. Because the readi ng schedul e
may be changed due to unforeseen conplications, all changes
wi || be announced on Webctvista and the online syll abus
will be corrected accordingly. On an entirely different
note, all readings should be done for the day they are
listed on. So the chapter on Kant should be read by 1/23.

| entative Kcading Schedule

ETHI CAL FOUNDATI ONS (all text readings in this section
are in Mssner)

1/ 18 Religion and Ethics -

Mssner, Ch. 1 & 2

1/ 20 Uilitarianism—- Mssner, Ch. 3

(pp. 16-29)

1/ 23 Kant — M ssner, Ch. 4

1/ 25 The Core of Morality & N etzsche —
M ssner, Ch. 6 & 7

1/ 27 Sel fi shness — M ssner, Ch. 8

1/ 30 | NTRODUCTORY PAPER DUE

The Chal | enges of Cul tural

Rel ativism - Janes Rachels (W
2/1 NO CLASS
2/ 3 EXAM |

CONTEMFPORARY MORAL ISSUES


https://webctvista.unt.edu/

Expandi ng t he Nbr al

Spher e

Sui ci de and Eut hanasi a:

2/ 6

2/ 8

2/ 10

Aborti on:
2/ 13

2/ 15
2/ 17
Cl oni ng
2/ 20
2/ 22
2/ 24

Ani mal
2/ 27

Ri ghts:

3/1
3/3

Sexual
3/6

Morality:

3/8
3/ 10
3/13 - 3/17

Per sonal and Soci al

Introduction & J. Gay-WI I i ans,
The W ongful ness of Euthanasi a,
pp. 165-183

Rachel s, Active and Passive

Eut hanasia (W

Present ati ons

I ntroduction & Warren, On the
Moral and Legal Status of
Abortion, begin with section 1|1

pp. 117-128 & 148-153

Mar qui s, An Argunent That Abortion

is Wong (W
Present ati ons

| ntroduction & Kass, The W sdom of
Repugnance, pp. 221-233

Tool ey, Moral Status of C oning
Humans

Present ati ons

I ntroduction & Singer, Al Aninals
Are Equal .., pp. 445-465

St ei nbock, Speci esismand the |dea
of Equality,

Present ati ons

3/ 24 Kucsma/ Angel, Maybe we Shoul d
See ( her People: Alternatives to

Monogany (W

NO CLASS
EXAM | |
SPRI NG BREAK

Et hi cs




The Envi r onnent
3/ 20

3/ 22

3/ 24

Honosexual i ty:
3/ 27

3/ 29

3/ 31

Capi tal Punishnent:

4/ 3

4/ 5

4/ 7

Di scrim nati on:
4/ 10

4/ 12

4/ 14

Econom ¢ Justi ce:
4/ 17

4/ 19

4/ 21

War and Terrorism
4/ 24

I ntroduction & Baxter, People or
Pengui ns, pp. 492-501 & 522-526
Davradou & Wod, The Pronotion of
| ndi vi dual Autonony in

Envi ronmental Ethics & Rose, Hot
Fl ashes & Revkin, Eskinps Seek to
Recast d obal Warmng as a Rights
| ssue, (all on W

Present ati ons

QUTLI NES DUE & Levin, Wy
Honosexual ity is Abnor mal

Corvi no, Wiy Shoul dn’t Tonmy and
Ji m Have Sex? (W

Present ati ons

| nt roduction, pp. 263-273 & Van
Den Haag, The U timate Puni shnent:
A Defense (W

Rei man, Justice, Cvilization, and
the Death Penalty (W
Present ati ons

I ntroduction & Beauchanp, The
Justification of Reverse

D scrimnation, pp. 404-426

Newt on, Reverse Discrimnation as
Unjustified

NO CLASS

FI NAL PAPERS DUE & | ntroduction &
Hospers, \Wat Libertarianismls,
pp. 357-375

Si nger, Rich and Poor (W
Present ati ons

Nagel , War and Massacre (W



4/ 26 Ful i nwi der, Terrorism | nnocence,

and Wwar (W

4/ 28 Pr esent ati ons

5/1 Present ati ons

5/3 Present ati ons

5/8 8:00 — 10: 00, Examtine for
Section 001

5/ 12 10:30 — 12: 30, Examtinme for
Secti on 002

NOTE — Al readings with a (W will be found on WebCT
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